
Sorrow and Beauty



As the nail that received the hand,
and the thorn that received the brow,

so sorrow received beauty,
and together they were bound.

Not forever will it be this way,
for He will wipe the tear away.

Beauty will rise up and swallow sorrow,
tomorrow, tomorrow.



The Sorrow of Sin

1 Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, 
or his ear dull, that it cannot hear; 2 but your iniquities have 
made a separation between you and your God, and your sins 
have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear.

Isa. 59:1-2



The Sorrow of Sin

5 Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; in our sins we have 
been a long time, and shall we be saved? 6 We have all become 
like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a 
polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
the wind, take us away. 7 There is no one who calls upon your 
name, who rouses himself to take hold of you; for you have 
hidden your face from us, and have made us melt in the hand of 
our iniquities.

Isa. 64:5-7
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Sin is universal and insurmountable



The Sorrow of Sin

15 “The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no 
justice. 16 He saw that there was no man, and wondered that 
there was no one to intercede…” 

Isa. 59:15-16



The Beauty of Salvation

11 For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden 
causes what is sown in it to sprout up, so the Lord GOD will 
cause righteousness and praise to sprout up before all the 
nations.

Isa. 61:11



The Beauty of Salvation: A Reshaping of God’s People

2 The nations shall see your righteousness, and all the kings 
your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the 
mouth of the LORD will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in 
the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand of your 
God. 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land 
shall no more be termed Desolate, but you shall be called My 
Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in 
you, and your land shall be married. 5 For as a young man 
marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as 
the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice 
over you. 

Isa. 62:2-5



The Beauty of Salvation: A Recreation of God’s Place

17 “For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth, and the former 
things shall not be remembered or come into mind. 18 But be glad and 
rejoice forever in that which I create; for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a 
joy, and her people to be a gladness. 19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be 
glad in my people; no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping and 
the cry of distress. 20 No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a 
few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days…23 They shall not 
labor in vain or bear children for calamity, for they shall be the offspring of 
the blessed of the Lord, and their descendants with them. 24 Before they 
call I will answer; while they are yet speaking I will hear. 25 The wolf and the 
lamb shall graze together; the lion shall eat straw like the ox, and dust shall 
be the serpent’s food. They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain,” says the Lord.

Isa. 65:17-25



The Beauty of Salvation: A Revival of God’s Purposes

18 “…the time is coming to gather all nations and tongues. And they shall 
come and shall see my glory, 19 and I will set a sign among them. And from 
them I will send survivors to the nations, to Tarshish, Pul, and Lud, who 
draw the bow, to Tubal and Javan, to the coastlands far away, that have not 
heard my fame or seen my glory. And they shall declare my glory among 
the nations…21 And some of them also I will take for priests and for Levites, 
says the LORD. 22 “For as the new heavens and the new earth that I make 
shall remain before me, says the LORD, so shall your offspring and your 
name remain. 23 From new moon to new moon, and from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, all flesh shall come to worship before me, declares the LORD. 
24 “And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men who have 
rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be 
quenched, and they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh.”

Isa. 66:18-25



The Glory of God’s Redeemer

“a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from 
transgression,” declares the LORD.

Isa. 59:20



The Glory of God’s Redeemer

1 The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has 
anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me to 
bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 2 to 
proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance 
of our God; to comfort all who mourn; 3 to grant to those who 
mourn in Zion—to give them a beautiful headdress instead of 
ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the garment of 
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be 
glorified.

Isa. 61:1-3



The Glory of God’s Redeemer

“Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”
Jesus, Luke 4:21
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The Beauty of Salvation is already here in realness,
but it is not yet here in fullness.

We experience the sorrow of sin and the beauty of salvation



Look to the Cross

As the nail that received the hand,
and the thorn that received the brow,

so sorrow received beauty,
and together they were bound.



Look to Heaven

Not forever will it be this way,
for He will wipe the tear away.

Beauty will rise up and swallow sorrow,
tomorrow, tomorrow.
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