
Do not be surprised, brothers and 
sisters, if the world hates you.

1 John 3:13



1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the 
painful trial you are suffering, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you 

participate in the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be 
overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted 
because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the 
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.  If you suffer, it 

should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of 
criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if you suffer as a 

Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you 
bear that name



John 10:31 The Jews picked up stones again 
to stone him. Jesus answered them, “I have 

shown you many good works from the 
Father; for which of them are you going to 
stone me?” The Jews answered him, “It is 
not for a good work that we are going to 

stone you but for blasphemy, because you, 
being a man, make yourself God.”



John 8

“Neither do I condemn you...Go, and 
from now on do not sin anymore.”



Many will find this kind of 
acceptance...unacceptable. 



Dear friends, let us love one another, because love is from God, 
and everyone who loves has been born of God and knows God. 
The one who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent 

his one and only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. Love consists in this: not that we loved God, but 

that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice, for 
our sins. Dear friends, if God loved us in this way, we also must 

love one another. No one has ever seen God. If we love one 
another, God remains in us and his love is made complete in us. 

1 John 4:7





This is how we know that we remain in him and he in us: He has given 
us of his Spirit. And we have seen and we testify that the Father has sent 
his Son as the world’s Savior. Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of 

God—God remains in him and he in God. And we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us.  God is love, and the one 
who remains in love remains in God, and God remains in him. In this, 
love is made complete with us so that we may have confidence in the 

day of judgment, because as he is, so also are we in this world. There is 
no fear in love; instead, perfect love drives out fear, because fear 

involves punishment. So, the one who fears is not complete in love. We 
love because he first loved us.  If anyone says, “I love God,” and yet 

hates his brother or sister, he is a liar. For the person who does not love 
his brother or sister whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has 

not seen. 



The one who loves God must also love 
his brother and sister.





Love begins with God

“God is love”
1 John 4:8



Loving others is a life of direction not 
perfection





Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility count others more significant than yourselves. 

Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others. Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he 
was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. And 

being found in human form, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a 

cross
Philippians 2




