
"The gospels were written within living memory of 
the events they recount. Mark's gospel was written 

well within the lifetime of many of the 
eyewitnesses.” 

 
Richard Bauckham, 

 “Jesus and the Eyewitnesses” 



All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in 

righteousness. 
 

2 Timothy 3:16 



"Your word is truth.” 
Jesus  



Truth = corresponds to reality 
 

Scripture = truth with no mixture of error 



2 Thessalonians 2 & 3 



2 Thessalonians 2 & 3 
 

“Breathe” 



3:1 Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed 
ahead and be honored, as happened among you, 2 and that we may 

be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have faith. 3 But the 
Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil 
one. 4 And we have confidence in the Lord about you, that you are 

doing and will do the things that we command. 5 May the Lord direct 
your hearts to the love of God and to the steadfastness of Christ. 6 

Now we command you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that you keep away from any brother who is walking in idleness and 
not in accord with the tradition that you received from us. 7 For you 
yourselves know how you ought to imitate us, because we were not 

idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without 
paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day, that we 

might not be a burden to any of you.  



9 It was not because we do not have that right, but to give you 
in ourselves an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were 

with you, we would give you this command: If anyone is not 
willing to work, let him not eat. 11 For we hear that some 

among you walk in idleness, not busy at work, but busybodies. 
12 Now such persons we command and encourage in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13 As for you, brothers, do not grow weary in doing 

good. 14 If anyone does not obey what we say in this letter, 
take note of that person, and have nothing to do with him, 

that he may be ashamed. 15 Do not regard him as an enemy, 
but warn him as a brother.  



2 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and our being gathered together to him, we 

ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in 
mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a spoken 
word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the 

effect that the day of the Lord has come. 



 
 

3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not 
come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of 

lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes 
and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 

worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, 
proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that 
when I was still with you I told you these things? 6 And you 

know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed 
in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. 

Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the 
way.  

 
 



8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and 

bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. 9 The 
coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with 

all power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all 
wicked deception for those who are perishing, because 

they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 
Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that 

they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may 
be condemned who did not believe the truth but had 

pleasure in unrighteousness. 



5 Do you not remember that when I was still with 
you I told you these things? 

 



1. Stay ready 
 

2. Stay encouraged 
 

3. Stay engaged 
 



A great rebellion will come 
 

A man of “lawlessness” will rise up 



Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have 
heard that the antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have come. This is how we know it is the 

last hour. 
 

1 John 2:18 



Be ready: the end is always near 
 

Be faithful: do what is in front of you to do 
 

Be encouraged: God's purposes will stand 
 



5 Don’t you remember that when I was with you I 
used to tell you these things? 6 And now you know 

what is holding him back, so that he may be 
revealed at the proper time. 7 For the secret power 
of lawlessness is already at work; but the one who 

now holds it back will continue to do so till he is 
taken out of the way 



8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom 
the Lord Jesus will overthrow with the breath of his 
mouth and destroy by the splendor of his coming. 



Breathe 



9 The coming of the lawless one will be in 
accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all 
kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, 

10 and in every sort of evil that deceives those who 
are perishing. They perish because they refused to 
love the truth and so be saved. 11 For this reason 
God sends them a powerful delusion so that they 

will believe the lie 12 and so that all will be 
condemned who have not believed the truth but 

have delighted in wickedness. 



"They refuse to love the truth and so be saved." 



13 But we ought always to thank God for you, 
brothers loved by the Lord, because from the 

beginning God chose you to be saved through the 
sanctifying work of the Spirit and through belief in 

the truth. 14 He called you to this through our 
gospel, that you might share in the glory of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  



15 So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word 

of mouth or by letter. 16 May our Lord Jesus Christ 
himself and God our Father, who loved us and by 

his grace gave us eternal encouragement and good 
hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen 

you in every good deed and word.  



2 Tim. 3:16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness.  
 

3:17 "...so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work." 



We are "thoroughly equipped"...even if our 
curiosity is not thoroughly satisfied. 



Stand firm and hold to the teachings we passed on 
to you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. May 

our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, 
who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 

encouragement and good hope, encourage your 
hearts and strengthen you in every good deed and 

word.  



“…there is no such thing as a sum of suffering, for 
no one suffers it.” 

 
CS Lewis 

“The Problem of Pain” 



Be faithful 
 

Be hopeful 
 

Be “unrattled” 
 

Breathe 


