
We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, 
and rightly so, because your faith is growing more 
and more, and the love every one of you has for 
each other is increasing. Therefore, among God’s 
churches we boast about your perseverance and 

faith in all the persecutions and trials you are 
enduring. 



All this is evidence that God’s judgment is right, and 
as a result you will be counted worthy of the 
kingdom of God, for which you are suffering.



God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who 
trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and 

to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is 
revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful 

angels. He will punish those who do not know God and 
do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be 

punished with everlasting destruction and shut out from 
the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his 
power on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy 

people and to be marveled at among all those who have 
believed. This includes you, because you believed our 

testimony to you.



With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that 
our God may count you worthy of his calling, and 

that by his power he may fulfill every good purpose 
of yours and every act prompted by your faith. We 

pray this so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be 
glorified in you, and you in him, according to the 

grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.



God is just



He will punish those who do not know God and do 
not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be 
punished with everlasting destruction and shut out 

from the presence of the Lord and from the 
majesty of his power.



1. We must believe all that God tells us not just 
what we think we can get our minds around...or 

what we find "believable"



"I am not going to try to prove the doctrine 
tolerable.  Let us make no mistake; it is not 

tolerable. But I think the doctrine can be shown to 
be moral, by a critique of the objections ordinarily 

made, or felt, against it.”

CS Lewis
(The Problem of Pain)



Will we believe what God has clearly said, or will 
we trust ourselves or someone else?



2. How does this belief shape our values (hearts) in 
a Christ-like way?



My greatest good, now and forever is to know God 
and be able to come freely into his presence.



I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be 
ashamed, but will have sufficient courage so that now as 
always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life 

or by death.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. 
If I am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labor for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not know! I 

am torn between the two: I desire to depart and be with 
Christ, which is better by far.

Phil. 1



Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,  
whenever you face trials of many kinds, because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces 
perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so 

that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 
anything. 

James 1



Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By His great 
mercy He has given us new birth into a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that 
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, reserved in heaven for you,  

who through faith are shielded by God’s power for the salvation that is 
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, though 
now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in various trials 
so that the proven character of your faith—more precious than gold, 

which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory, 
and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Though you have not seen 
Him, you love Him; and though you do not see Him now, you believe in 

Him and rejoice with an inexpressible and glorious joy, now that you 
are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

1 Peter 1
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