
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census 
should be taken of the entire Roman world...And everyone 

went to his own town to register. So Joseph also went up from 
the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the 

town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 
David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged 

to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they 
were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she 
gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths 
and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for 

them in the inn. 
Luke 2:1-7 



Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the 
things that have been fulfilled among us, just as they 
were handed down to us by those who from the first 

were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. Therefore, 
since I myself have carefully investigated everything 

from the beginning, it seemed good also to me to write 
an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 
so that you may know the certainty of the things you 

have been taught. 
Luke 1:1-4 



And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, 
keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do 
not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for 

all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been 
born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 

will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with 

the angel, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests. 

Luke 2:8-14 
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3:18-4:1 - The gospel applied in everyday life 
 

4:2-6 - The gospel proclaimed in everyday life 
 

4:7-18 - Closing greetings 
 



A real letter to real people about real things 



Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, 
love your wives and do not be harsh with them. Children, obey your 

parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. Fathers, do not 
embitter your children, or they will become discouraged. Slaves, obey 
your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye 

is on you and to win their favor, but with sincerity of heart and 
reverence for the Lord. Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, 

as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ 
you are serving. Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for his wrong, 
and there is no favoritism. Masters, provide your slaves with what is 

right and fair, because you know that you also have a Master in 
heaven. 

Colossians 3:18-4:1 



Wives submit/Husbands love 
 

Children obey/Fathers don’t embitter 
 

Slaves obey/Masters provide and remember 



Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for 

men, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 

It is the Lord Christ you are serving.  



4:2-6 -“The gospel proclaimed in everyday life” 



Do you have a vision for the power of the 
gospel to save those who believe? 



Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and 
thankful. And pray for us, too, that God may open a 
door for our message, so that we may proclaim the 

mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. Pray 
that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. Be wise in 
the way you act toward outsiders; make the most 

of every opportunity. Let your conversation be 
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 

may know how to answer everyone. 
Colossians 4:2-6 


