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And Saul was there, giving approval to his death. 
On that day a great persecution broke out against 

the church at Jerusalem, and all except the 
apostles were scattered throughout Judea and 

Samaria.
2 Corinthians 8:1 



Now those who had been scattered by the 
persecution in connection with Stephen traveled as 

far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the 
message only to Jews. Some of them, however, 

men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the 

good news about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand 
was with them, and a great number of people 

believed and turned to the Lord. 
Acts 11:19-21



News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem 
and they sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he arrived and 
saw the evidence of the grace of God, he was glad and 
encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all 
their hearts. He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit 

and faith, and a great number of people were brought to 
the Lord. Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 
and when he found him, he brought him to Antioch. So 
for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met with the church 
and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were 

called Christians first at Antioch.
Acts 11:22-26



During this time some prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them, named Agabus, 

stood up and through the Spirit predicted that a 
severe famine would spread over the entire Roman 

world. (This happened during the reign of 
Claudius.) The disciples, each according to his 

ability, decided to provide help for the brothers 
living in Judea. This they did, sending their gift to 

the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 11:27-30



“On the first day of every week each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with 
their income...then when I come I can take your 

collective gifts to Jerusalem.”
1 Corinthians 16



And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that 
God has given the Macedonian churches. Out of the most 

severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme poverty 
welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as much 

as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of 

sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we 
expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to 

us in keeping with God’s will. So we urged Titus, since he had 
earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of 
grace on your part. But just as you excel in everything—in faith, 
in speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your 

love for us—see that you also excel in this grace of giving.
2 Corinthians 8:1-7



I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of 
your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For 
you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he 

was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you 
through his poverty might become rich. And here is my advice 
about what is best for you in this matter: Last year you were 
the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 
Now finish the work, so that your eager willingness to do it 

may be matched by your completion of it, according to your 
means. For if the willingness is there, the gift is acceptable 

according to what one has, not according to what he does not 
have.

2 Corinthians 8:8-12



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he 
became poor, so that you through his poverty 

might become rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9



Our desire is not that others might be relieved 
while you are hard pressed, but that there might 
be equality. At the present time your plenty will 

supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty 
will supply what you need. Then there will be 

equality, as it is written: “He who gathered much 
did not have too much, and he who gathered little 

did not have too little.”
2 Corinthians 8:13-15



Therefore show these men the proof of your love 
and the reason for our pride in you, so that the 

churches can see it.
2 Corinthians 8:24



“And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me 

there. I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit 
warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 
However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 

only I may finish the race and complete the task 
the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying 

to the gospel of God’s grace.
Acts 20:22-24



Acts 21 After we had been there a number of days, 
a prophet named Agabus came down from Judea. 

Coming over to us, he took Paul’s belt, tied his own 
hands and feet with it and said, “The Holy Spirit 
says, ‘In this way the Jews of Jerusalem will bind 

the owner of this belt and will hand him over to the 
Gentiles.’”

Acts 21:10-11



When we heard this, we and the people there 
pleaded with Paul not to go up to Jerusalem. Then 

Paul answered, “Why are you weeping and 
breaking my heart? I am ready not only to be 

bound, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of 
the Lord Jesus.” When he would not be dissuaded, 

we gave up and said, “The Lord’s will be done.”
Acts 21:12-14



When we arrived at Jerusalem, the brothers 
received us warmly. The next day Paul and the rest 

of us went to see James, and all the elders were 
present. Paul greeted them and reported in detail 
what God had done among the Gentiles through 
his ministry. When they heard this, they praised 

God.
Acts 21:17-19



However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if 
only I may finish the race and complete the task 

the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying 
to the gospel of God’s grace.

Acts 20:24
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If I do not believe what is in fact true...
Then what hope is there for me to live in the world 

as it actually is?



The first job of a leader is to define reality.

-not to make it up, but to make others aware of it-



The Macro movements of God...are the collections 
of the Micro movements of his people.



I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may 
finish the race and complete the task the Lord 

Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the 
gospel of God’s grace.


