Week 52 Daily Devotional

I. Prayer to enter the Lord's presence:

Be still for a moment. “Lord, | give the day that is now past to you. It is yours. | give the day that is to come
to you; help me to see where you are working and to join you there. Speak to me during these moments. |
commit them and myself to you.”

Il. Prayer of Confession:
“Lord, you are faithful to forgive me and cleanse me of my sin when | confess it to you. | confess my sin(s)
of . Thank you for forgiveness.” (1 John 1:9)

Ill. Prayer of Thanksgiving:

Choose to be thankful, speak out loud of what God has done.

“Thank you, Father, for . Fill my heart and my mouth with gratitude throughout this
day.”

IV. Scripture Reflection



Day 1
Read
Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Psalm 90:12

Reflect

Slow down, take a deep breath, turn your thoughts towards God. Think back over the past year. Take your
time. Talk with God about the ups and the downs of the year. Talk with him about the things you did well,
and the things you did poorly. Give him the year behind you. Leave it with him...good and bad, success
and failure. Reflect on Psalm 90:12 and how remembering our days are numbered can lead to wisdom.



Day 2

Read

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose. Romans 8:28

Reflect

This verse in its context gives confidence that nothing that happens to those who love God will be without
ultimate purpose. We often look for “immediate reasons” for the various things that happen and become
distressed or frustrated with that meaning eludes us. Meaning is there but it is not always immediately
evident. All that God allows and brings into your life is tied to his ultimate purposes for your life in the
gospel. Give the mysteries of this past year to God. Choose to trust God with the details knowing that the
ultimate purposes of God have been made known in Christ. All that happens serves his purpose to make us
more like Christ.



Day 3

Read

What does the worker gain from his toil? | have seen the burden God has laid on men. He has made
everything beautiful in its time. He has also set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what
God has done from beginning to end. Ecc. 3:9-11

Reflect

Here the human dilemma, or “burden” is described. First, God has purpose in everything and he can see it
clearly. Second, God has put a need for purpose inside us... “eternity in our hearts.” Third, we can’t
fathom, or get our minds around all that God is up to. So, back to verse 9 “What does the worker gain from
his toil?”, in other words, “What is the point?” Without the gospel lens...there is no point, it all appears to
be pointless. However, we view all of life through the lens of what God has done in Christ Jesus. We don’t
need to see everything made “beautiful” to believe that in fact it will be some day.

Respond

Your heart is hard-wired for eternity...for purpose. This purpose is God. All our searching for meaning is a
search for God. God alone is eternal. What have you tried to derive meaning from this past year? How did
it work? How did it fail to work? How did this search for meaning reveal your heart’s desire for God?



Day 4

Read

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness,
so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2Tim. 3:16,17

Reflect

Think of “teaching” as learning the good path. “Rebuking” is warning that you are veering off the path.
“Correcting” is getting back on the path. “Training” is staying on the path. Life with God is a journey. We
want to journey the good path. It is unnecessary to veer off the path into the ditches, we can, if we
will...avail ourselves of God’s word in order to stay on God’s good path. We will not walk the path perfectly
but we can do regular course correction...direction not perfection is the goal.

Respond

We need weekly, daily, and even minute by minute course correction. God has given you what you need to
walk his path. His Word, His People (Church), and His Spirit. If you do not already have one, think and pray
through a plan to utilize all of God’s resources to stay on course this year.



Day 5
Read/Reflect/Respond

This is our last devotional for 2019. Today we will read a very long chapter that focuses our attention on
God’s word. You don’t see it in the English translation but in Hebrew each verse in each grouping of verses
begins with the corresponding letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This was done to emphasize the importance
of the details of God’s words. Read this Psalm out loud if you can. Listen to yourself read and pay attention
to all that God’s word means to us. Thank God for giving us his word as you finish reading. Commit to
obeying and treasuring his word in the year to come.

Psalm 119

X Aleph
Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,
who walk according to the law of the Loro.
Blessed are they who keep his statutes
and seek him with all their heart.
They do nothing wrong;
they walk in his ways.
You have laid down precepts
that are to be fully obeyed.
Oh, that my ways were steadfast
in obeying your decrees!
Then | would not be put to shame
when | consider all your commands.
| will praise you with an upright heart
as | learn your righteous laws.
| will obey your decrees;
do not utterly forsake me.

2 Beth
How can a young man keep his way pure?
By living according to your word.
| seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.
| have hidden your word in my heart
that | might not sin against you.
Praise be to you, O Lorp;
teach me your decrees.
With my lips | recount
all the laws that come from your mouth.
| rejoice in following your statutes
as one rejoices in great riches.
| meditate on your precepts
and consider your ways.
| delight in your decrees;
| will not neglect your word.
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A Gimel

Do good to your servant, and | will live;

| will obey your word.
Open my eyes that | may see

wonderful things in your law.
| am a stranger on earth;

do not hide your commands from me.
My soul is consumed with longing

for your laws at all times.
You rebuke the arrogant, who are cursed

and who stray from your commands.
Remove from me scorn and contempt,

for | keep your statutes.
Though rulers sit together and slander me,

your servant will meditate on your decrees.
Your statutes are my delight;

they are my counselors.

7 Daleth
| am laid low in the dust;
preserve my life according to your word.
| recounted my ways and you answered me;
teach me your decrees.
Let me understand the teaching of your precepts;
then | will meditate on your wonders.
My soul is weary with sorrow;
strengthen me according to your word.
Keep me from deceitful ways;
be gracious to me through your law.
| have chosen the way of truth;
| have set my heart on your laws.
| hold fast to your statutes, O Loro;
do not let me be put to shame.
I run in the path of your commands,
for you have set my heart free.

i He
Teach me, O Loro, to follow your decrees;
then | will keep them to the end.
Give me understanding, and | will keep your law
and obey it with all my heart.
Direct me in the path of your commands,
for there | find delight.
Turn my heart toward your statutes
and not toward selfish gain.
Turn my eyes away from worthless things;
preserve my life according to your word.
Fulfill your promise to your servant,
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so that you may be feared.
Take away the disgrace | dread,
for your laws are good.
How | long for your precepts!
Preserve my life in your righteousness.

1 Waw
May your unfailing love come to me, O Loro,
your salvation according to your promise;
then | will answer the one who taunts me,
for | trust in your word.
Do not snatch the word of truth from my mouth,
for | have put my hope in your laws.
| will always obey your law,
for ever and ever.
| will walk about in freedom,
for | have sought out your precepts.
| will speak of your statutes before kings
and will not be put to shame,
for I delight in your commands
because | love them.
| lift up my hands to your commands, which | love,
and | meditate on your decrees.

T Zayin
Remember your word to your servant,
for you have given me hope.
My comfort in my suffering is this:
Your promise preserves my life.
The arrogant mock me without restraint,
but | do not turn from your law.
| remember your ancient laws, O Loro,
and | find comfort in them.
Indignation grips me because of the wicked,
who have forsaken your law.
Your decrees are the theme of my song
wherever | lodge.
In the night | remember your name, O Loro,
and | will keep your law.
This has been my practice:
| obey your precepts.

1 Heth
You are my portion, O Lorp;
| have promised to obey your words.
| have sought your face with all my heart;
be gracious to me according to your promise.
| have considered my ways
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and have turned my steps to your statutes.
| will hasten and not delay
to obey your commands.
Though the wicked bind me with ropes,
| will not forget your law.
At midnight | rise to give you thanks
for your righteous laws.
| am a friend to all who fear you,
to all who follow your precepts.
The earth is filled with your love, O Lorp;
teach me your decrees.

v Teth
Do good to your servant
according to your word, O Loro.
Teach me knowledge and good judgment,
for | believe in your commands.
Before | was afflicted | went astray,
but now | obey your word.
You are good, and what you do is good,;
teach me your decrees.
Though the arrogant have smeared me with lies,
| keep your precepts with all my heart.
Their hearts are callous and unfeeling,
but | delight in your law.
It was good for me to be afflicted
so that | might learn your decrees.
The law from your mouth is more precious to me
than thousands of pieces of silver and gold.

>Yodh
Your hands made me and formed me;
give me understanding to learn your commands.
May those who fear you rejoice when they see me,
for I have put my hope in your word.
| know, O Lorp, that your laws are righteous,
and in faithfulness you have afflicted me.
May your unfailing love be my comfort,
according to your promise to your servant.
Let your compassion come to me that | may live,
for your law is my delight.

May the arrogant be put to shame for wronging me without cause;

but | will meditate on your precepts.

May those who fear you turn to me,
those who understand your statutes.

May my heart be blameless toward your decrees,
that | may not be put to shame.
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7 Kaph

My soul faints with longing for your salvation,

but | have put my hope in your word.
My eyes fail, looking for your promise;

| say, “When will you comfort me?”
Though | am like a wineskin in the smoke,

| do not forget your decrees.
How long must your servant wait?

When will you punish my persecutors?
The arrogant dig pitfalls for me,

contrary to your law.
All your commands are trustworthy;

help me, for men persecute me without cause.
They almost wiped me from the earth,

but | have not forsaken your precepts.
Preserve my life according to your love,

and | will obey the statutes of your mouth.

% Lamedh
Your word, O Lorp, is eternal;
it stands firm in the heavens.
Your faithfulness continues through all generations;
you established the earth, and it endures.
Your laws endure to this day,
for all things serve you.
If your law had not been my delight,
| would have perished in my affliction.
| will never forget your precepts,
for by them you have preserved my life.
Save me, for | am yours;
| have sought out your precepts.
The wicked are waiting to destroy me,
but | will ponder your statutes.
To all perfection | see a limit;
but your commands are boundless.

2 Mem
Oh, how | love your law!
| meditate on it all day long.
Your commands make me wiser than my enemies,
for they are ever with me.
| have more insight than all my teachers,
for | meditate on your statutes.

190 | have more understanding than the elders,

for | obey your precepts.

191 | have kept my feet from every evil path

so that | might obey your word.

102 | have not departed from your laws,



for you yourself have taught me.

How sweet are your words to my taste,
sweeter than honey to my mouth!

| gain understanding from your precepts;
therefore | hate every wrong path.
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7 Nun
195 Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light for my path.
| have taken an oath and confirmed it,
that | will follow your righteous laws.
| have suffered much;
preserve my life, O Lorp, according to your word.
Accept, O Lorp, the willing praise of my mouth,
and teach me your laws.
Though | constantly take my life in my hands,
| will not forget your law.
The wicked have set a snare for me,
but | have not strayed from your precepts.
Your statutes are my heritage forever;
they are the joy of my heart.
My heart is set on keeping your decrees
to the very end.
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0 Samekh
113 | hate double-minded men,
but | love your law.
You are my refuge and my shield;
| have put my hope in your word.
Away from me, you evildoers,
that | may keep the commands of my God!
Sustain me according to your promise, and | will live;
do not let my hopes be dashed.
Uphold me, and | will be delivered;
| will always have regard for your decrees.
You reject all who stray from your decrees,
for their deceitfulness is in vain.
All the wicked of the earth you discard like dross;
therefore | love your statutes.
My flesh trembles in fear of you;
| stand in awe of your laws.
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¥ Ayin
121 | have done what is righteous and just;
do not leave me to my oppressors.
Ensure your servant’s well-being;
let not the arrogant oppress me.

My eyes fail, looking for your salvation,
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looking for your righteous promise.

Deal with your servant according to your love
and teach me your decrees.

| am your servant; give me discernment
that | may understand your statutes.

It is time for you to act, O Lorp;
your law is being broken.

Because | love your commands
more than gold, more than pure gold,

and because | consider all your precepts right,
| hate every wrong path.

124
125
126
127

128

5 Pe

129 Your statutes are wonderful;

therefore | obey them.
The unfolding of your words gives light;

it gives understanding to the simple.
| open my mouth and pant,

longing for your commands.
Turn to me and have mercy on me,

as you always do to those who love your name.
Direct my footsteps according to your word;

let no sin rule over me.
Redeem me from the oppression of men,

that | may obey your precepts.
Make your face shine upon your servant

and teach me your decrees.
Streams of tears flow from my eyes,

for your law is not obeyed.
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v Tsadhe
137 Righteous are you, O Loro,
and your laws are right.
The statutes you have laid down are righteous;
they are fully trustworthy.
My zeal wears me out,
for my enemies ignore your words.
Your promises have been thoroughly tested,
and your servant loves them.
Though | am lowly and despised,
| do not forget your precepts.
Your righteousness is everlasting
and your law is true.
Trouble and distress have come upon me,
but your commands are my delight.
Your statutes are forever right;
give me understanding that | may live.
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» Qoph
| call with all my heart; answer me, O Lorb,
and | will obey your decrees.
| call out to you; save me
and | will keep your statutes.
| rise before dawn and cry for help;
| have put my hope in your word.
My eyes stay open through the watches of the night,
that | may meditate on your promises.
Hear my voice in accordance with your love;
preserve my life, O Lorp, according to your laws.
Those who devise wicked schemes are near,
but they are far from your law.
Yet you are near, O Lorp,
and all your commands are true.
Long ago | learned from your statutes
that you established them to last forever.

7 Resh

Look upon my suffering and deliver me,

for | have not forgotten your law.
Defend my cause and redeem me;

preserve my life according to your promise.
Salvation is far from the wicked,

for they do not seek out your decrees.
Your compassion is great, O Lorb;

preserve my life according to your laws.
Many are the foes who persecute me,

but | have not turned from your statutes.
I look on the faithless with loathing,

for they do not obey your word.
See how | love your precepts;

preserve my life, O Lorp, according to your love.
All your words are true;

all your righteous laws are eternal.

w Sin and Shin
Rulers persecute me without cause,
but my heart trembles at your word.
| rejoice in your promise
like one who finds great spoil.
| hate and abhor falsehood
but | love your law.
Seven times a day | praise you
for your righteous laws.
Great peace have they who love your law,
and nothing can make them stumble.
| wait for your salvation, O Lorp,
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and | follow your commands.

| obey your statutes,
for I love them greatly.

| obey your precepts and your statutes,
for all my ways are known to you.

nTaw

May my cry come before you, O Lorp;

give me understanding according to your word.
May my supplication come before you;

deliver me according to your promise.
May my lips overflow with praise,

for you teach me your decrees.
May my tongue sing of your word,

for all your commands are righteous.
May your hand be ready to help me,

for | have chosen your precepts.
I long for your salvation, O Loro,

and your law is my delight.
Let me live that | may praise you,

and may your laws sustain me.
| have strayed like a lost sheep.

Seek your servant,

for | have not forgotten your commands.



V. Prayer for others:
Pray specifically for the concerns of your life and the lives of others.

VI. Prayer of commitment:
“Lord God, | commit to love you with all my heart and with all my soul and with all my strength and with all

my mind and to love my neighbor as myself. Empower me today to love you and others with everything
that | am.” (Luke 10:27)

This Month's Scripture Memory:

Isaiah 53:4-6

Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten
by him, and afflicted. But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the
punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. We all like sheep, have
gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the LORD has laid him the iniquity of us all.



