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Closing the Gap 1.15.18

<< Download Winter Season Devo as PDF>>

Winter Reflection
Roots grow deeper, but all is grey. Ground, skies, and leaves brittle and blowing in the winter wind.
Roots grow deeper, but nothing is green. Only in our dreams and imagination are plants flourishing and
lush. Roots grow deeper, but how can we know? There is no sign up here of life down there. Roots grow
deeper, so faith presses on. From the winter of faith-sowing comes the summer of sight-reaping.

Week 2 Day 1 Devotional

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for.

Reflect:

Some see faith as being in opposition to knowledge or facts. This is incorrect. Faith is confidence. We can
be confident of something that is factually true or of something that is factually false. Everyone has faith,
all the time. Not everyone has faith in what is true all the time. Faith has also been compared to a "blind
leap" or a "leap in the dark." Leaping into dark, unknown places is folly, not faith. And if you are blind
and must leap, you need someone who can see to tell you where you will land, or you should not leap.
But what of trusting God when you cannot see what is ahead? Well then trust God, but that is far from a
leap into the dark. That is a wise and rational decision to walk with someone who is never in the dark,
who sees everything as it is and will be. Have you ever trusted someone to the point that if they tell you
something is true, you don't doubt them? They may be wrong at some point, but their track record is so
good you have no reason to doubt them. So acting on the information they give you is never a "leap in the
dark"; it is a wise choice based on past experience. This is why it is important to get to know God better
and better, both through his word and through personal life experience. Unlike other people, we have
learned to trust that he will never be wrong. To put our confidence in him to the point of "taking a leap" is
never a blind choice or even a leap into the "unknown." How can it be unknown if we know him? How
can it be blind when he sees everything so clearly? To close the gap on our faith in him we must close the
gap on our relationship with him. What will you do and think today in order to close the gap on
relationship with God and confidence in God?

Pray:
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(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.16.18

Week 2 Day 2 Devotional

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for.

Reflect:

What do you hope for? We hope for certain kinds of weather, health, election outcomes, sports scores.
These hopes are normal and part of being human. But what do you ultimately hope for? What is the one
hope that supersedes all other hopes? Do you know? Do you give it consistent thought? Do you talk much
about it to others? What we hope for shapes who we are. Because we live out of our hopes, we could, if
we were attentive enough, be able to tell what a person is hoping for by listening to their words and
watching their actions. What do you hope for? Is it enough to hold through this life and beyond? We can
be sure of what we hope for as long as our hope is well-placed. When our hopes are misplaced, then our
confidence will be misguided, or more likely we will consistently live with insecurity rather than
confidence. Hope for health, hope for good weather on a day off, hope for a raise, hope for any number of
normal things. But above all else guard your heart, and make sure your ultimate hope—the one hope that
keeps all other hopes tethered to what is real—is in the gospel. Hope for eternal life. Hope for peace with
God. Hope that you will be accepted into the beloved when this life is over. Hope that what you do, when
done for Christ, will matter forever. Hope that he will never leave you or forsake. Think about, talk about,
and live out of the gospel hope. This is hope of which you can be sure. Close the gap on your faith
today...think about and talk about your ultimate hope.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.17.18

Week 2 Day 3 Devotional

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for.

Reflect:

Certainty in the current age is a sign of arrogance. We are not supposed to be certain of things because it
means we think we "know." If we "know" something that someone else does not believe to be true, then
we are labeled unkind and judgmental. The overall cultural trend is towards a worldview where the only
certainty is what I feel (who can debate that?) and what humans can discover. These trends are moving
away from a God who reveals what is certain. A contributing factor in this movement is a history of
people misusing "certainty." How many people have done great harm by claiming to have a "word from
God"? This kind of certainty is a kind of final "trump" card. Who can debate "certainty" that comes out of
a word from God himself? This person welds great power. Institutions and individuals have misused the
power of "certainty" and have caused many to be suspicious of anyone who claims a "certainty" from
God. But is certainty arrogance? Can it not be confidence? How can we live well without certainty?
Should I be certain about what I am giving my life for? Should I not have certainty about what happens
when this life is over? Does God want me to live with certainty in the areas that form the foundations for
who I am and what I do with my days? Of course he does! Do not pretend to be certain about things you
are not. If you do not know something, admit it. But do not hesitate to be certain about things God has
revealed to us. It is not arrogant to have received a gift of certainty. Thank God today that you can be
certain. Close the gap today on your certainty...be humble regarding the things you don't know for sure,
and be confident regarding the things you do. Confident, grateful, humble.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.18.18

Week 2 Day 4 Devotional

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for.

Reflect:

What are you certain of that you do not right now see? The list is quite long: events in your history,
people in your past, your own heart and brain, gravity, air. We sometimes try to make our faith yield to
proof that is not required elsewhere. "God, show me!" "Unless I see I will not believe!" Jesus said those
who have not seen and believed are blessed. What makes them so? It is because what is most vital is
currently unavailable to the human eye. We do not see God, yet everything depends on him. We do not
see God, yet our purpose comes from him. Those who have placed their confidence in God even though
they have not seen him are blessed precisely because they are living their lives in line with what
ultimately matters the most. To believe without seeing is not irrational; it is to realize that what is seen is
ultimately temporary. What is unseen is eternal. What is irrational is to only believe what you see. To do
this means you doubt most of what is real because most of what is real is currently not available for you
to see. C. S. Lewis said that he believes in God like he believes in the sun. Not because he sees it, but
because of it he sees everything else. To not see and yet believe is to be positioned to see everything as it
actually is. Close the gap today on believing what you are not seeing and not being over impressed with
what you are currently seeing. 

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.19.18

Week 2 Day 5 Devotional

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we do not see. 2 This is
what the ancients were commended for.

Reflect:

The "ancients"...an impressive word. It means ancestors, those who have gone before us. Since what
matters most at the end matters most now, then a great place to learn about what matters now is from
those who have come to an end. God commended the ancients for their faith. Their journey is finished,
the final chapter written, and what did God write on their "tombstones"? "Here lies the ancients, I
commend them for their faith." So of all he could have said about them, "They worked hard", "They
endured much", "They made an impact", God commended them for their faith. Why? It was their faith
that led to all the other commendable aspects of their lives. Their work was prompted by faith, as was
their endurance and their love. All the many commendable aspects of those in our spiritual lineage are
"sub-aspects" of their faith. They believed God and from that belief flowed acts of faith. What if you
decided that "faith" was the most commendable quality you could have? What if you made it your
ambition to be a man or woman who actually "believed God"? Not for some miracle, but rather you
believed God by actually loving people around you: forgiving them, serving them, refusing to see them as
roadblocks to your own interests but rather as your main interest. Faith is not a detached, otherworldly
demeanor. Faith is impressive to God, commendable to him...because it causes us to live as if he really
exists. It results in actionable love for others. Our faith in him shows up in the way we act towards others.
Close the gap today on "the commendation of God"...live with faith, revealed in love.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.22.18

Winter Reflection
Roots grow deeper, but all is grey. Ground, skies, and leaves brittle and blowing in the winter wind.
Roots grow deeper, but nothing is green. Only in our dreams and imagination are plants flourishing and
lush. Roots grow deeper, but how can we know? There is no sign up here of life down there. Roots grow
deeper, so faith presses on. From the winter of faith-sowing comes the summer of sight-reaping.

Week 3 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Reflect:

"In the beginning God..." This is how the Bible begins. It begins with ultimate reality, the one who has
always been and will always be. It does not start with man or earth or the universe but with God. All of
our thinking must begin at the same place. This is not weird, or unreasonable; it is critical to coming to
right conclusions about our lives and the world in which we live. All thinking processes and conclusions
have a starting point, a beginning. If the starting point is me, or mankind, or math, or finances, or gravity,
then the chain of thought will follow from there. So how do you begin a thinking process with God? How
can I do math problems or spreadsheets beginning with God? That seems silly. It simply means that in all
of our thinking and living and believing, we begin with the reality of God. He has always been, he will
always be. Therefore, I must look at myself, my studies, my work, the physical world, and the
interactions of humanity with the reality of God as the starting point. A certain governor was known to
write the word "Jesus" at the top of every agenda sheet he was given before a meeting. Why did he do
this? To remind him that as he dealt with budgets and taxes and prisons and school systems and laws, that
the starting point for thinking clearly about anything is Jesus. Close the gap today on your faith...put
Christ at the beginning of every thought, word, action.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
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proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.23.18

Week 3 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Reflect:

Is the Bible less than scientific? No, it is more not less than science. Science requires human interaction:
experimentation and observation. God has given us what humans cannot observe or discover. He has told
us what has always been here (himself) and how the universe came to be (he made it). The world of space
and time had a beginning. All physical things have a cause. You cannot have an uncaused chain of events.
A line of dominos falling must have a first domino. To get to today you must have crossed through all the
days that came before this one. If there were an infinite number of days before you got to this day, how
would you ever get to this day? You could not. You cannot travel an infinite number of days and get to
today. God alone is infinite. He exists outside of space and time. He alone is uncaused. God is Spirit, he
made what is seen (and finite) because he is unseen (infinite); he is Spirit. Do not be scared of science or
of the grand claims of those who have been given certain kinds of minds as gifts from God. Science
cannot tell us what has always been, where everything came from, why anything exists at all, or what
happens when this life is over. It can speculate, but mere speculation is not really the place of true
science. What we really need to know in order to live well in the ultimate sense—with purpose—only God
can tell us. No human can; we can only guess. Yet on the whole we tend to be terrible guessers. Don't
guess. Instead understand that the universe was made by God, and therefore everything in it, including
you, exists for him. Close the gap on confidence in God: think clearly about the fact that we what we
most need to know only God can tell us.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.
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Closing the Gap 1.24.18

Week 3 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Reflect:

What about evolution? What about it? Even if evolution on a large scale were true, it would explain very
little. Evolution is not an explanation; it requires one. It presupposes an order and a design, a very
elaborate design. Do not be put off by the attempted use of the word "evolution" as an automatic
dismissal of God as creator. Evolution (even if it were a fact as commonly believed) would not explain
the universe. It would not explain itself. It would not explain you, your real need, and your real
solution.Everyone lives by faith; not everyone's faith is well-placed. We understand (know) by faith (of
course, since we were not there) that the universe was formed at God's command. Everything exists
because God wanted it to. It continues to exist because he still wants it to. There is enormous practical
application of this reality. If everything exists because he wanted it to and continues to exist only because
it pleases him that it does...then what does this say about ultimate human purpose? What are the
applications and implications for your day-to-day life to live in a world and in a body that were made by
him, for his pleasure? There are multiple problems with evolution on a macro scale but possibly the
largest problem, practically speaking, is the attempted use of it as a principle to replace God. This, of
course, is nonsense. Evolution would require design...it does not supply or explain it. Close the gap on
your faith...quit being tricked by grand claims of culture that do not explain what they say they do. God is
the designer and therefore he is the owner...the rightful king of our lives.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.25.18

Week 3 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Reflect:

Why is there something rather than nothing? Some say everything is the result of chance. But what are
the "chances" of everything that exists coming into existence from nothing? Zero. The chances are zero.
So I ask again: why is there something rather than nothing? Because God spoke, and at his command the
universe was formed. He did not gather raw materials and build a universe; he spoke all that is into
existence. What does it even mean that he "spoke"? He doesn't have lungs, or vocal cords, and he doesn't
live in air. When God "spoke" and said "Let there be!" it is a way of saying he "willed it to be so," and
then by his power (ability) he made it so. I can "will" my fingers to move, and they do. I can will that
words form on this computer, and they do. I am creating words, but my "will" operates from what exists.
He is able to will things into existence that did not exist before. All that is seen was not made out of
existing things but rather from the will and power of God. This is incredible to consider, but it is no more
incredible than to consider the possibility that all that exists suddenly "sprung" into existence from
nothing. In fact, it is much more reasonable to believe that things that look to be designed came from a
mind. We do not believe that, in the physical universe, things "pop" into existence on their own. We
believe (“we” being scientists as well as "lay" people) that things are not uncaused, that if something now
exists, it is because something caused it to happen. So this being true, why would people believe that the
universe itself—the biggest of all existing things—would be able to be "uncaused"? As you walk through
God's world today and you think about what you see, do not be fooled; all that you see is "caused." The
streets were planned and built by a "mind." The same with your lunch and the buildings you walk into.
These did not "just happen." They were planned, caused. The same is true about the universe. The same is
true about you. The same is true about your co-worker and neighbor. Close the gap on your faith and love
today. See all things and all people as products of the mind and will of God.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
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proclaim the good news today.
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Closing the Gap 1.26.18

Week 3 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:3 By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is
seen was not made out of what was visible.

Reflect:

The universe is not God or a part of God. This may seem obvious to you, but it is not for many. For
many, God is the universe or the universe is God. When this is thought to be true, then the universe or
parts of it are worshipped. The sun, the stars, the earth, people...any number of created things can take the
place of the creator in a person's heart, mind, and will. Imagine that from your skill and creativity you
handmade a gift for a friend. Then when you presented the gift to your friend, they took the gift and
began to thank it for being made. They turned from you and spoke to the gift as if it had made itself for
them. You watched as they showed others the gift you had made and extolled the beauty and virtue of the
gift without acknowledging you as the one who had made it. Perhaps it would make you angry, but more
likely it would make you sad. Besides being a very strange thing—making much of a gift and nothing of
the giver—it is a tragic thing. It's tragic because the gift is given to demonstrate love and relationship. The
gift is not the point, the relationship is. So when the giver is disregarded and the gift becomes the focus,
then the relationship that might have been will not be. Life, existence, and the physical universe are all
gifts. When we marvel at some part of this gift, it should cause us to reflect on the giver of the gift. His
power, beauty, extravagance, creativity, and many other features of personality come to mind. When we
see a hummingbird hover over a flower, we consider his attention to detail. When a thunderstorm rages
over the ocean, we are humbled at his might. What we see from our little corner of the universe is
impressive. What do you think it will be like when we can see the fuller extent of what he has made and
done? As humans launch satellites into space and they transmit data back of the wonders that we have
only just began to understand, our opportunity for awe increases. It is impressive indeed that a human can
make a satellite and launch it into space. However, it seems strange to be overly impressed with a human
launching satellites or even with the unfolding wonders of the universe and miss the one who made it all.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to

                                   18 / 79



Closing the Gap Devotional Winter Season
 

proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.29.18

<< Download Winter Season Devo >>

Winter Reflection
Roots grow deeper, but all is grey. Ground, skies, and leaves brittle and blowing in the winter wind.
Roots grow deeper, but nothing is green. Only in our dreams and imagination are plants flourishing and
lush. Roots grow deeper, but how can we know? There is no sign up here of life down there. Roots grow
deeper, so faith presses on. From the winter of faith-sowing comes the summer of sight-reaping.

Week 4 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Reflect:

Is God so petty that he cared about the kind of sacrifice one brother offered over another? Then, was it
because of God's rejection of Cain that he turned against his brother in hate? No, God rejected Cain's
"offering" because it was not worship. Cain's heart was already turned against God and his brother. Cain's
offering was not given in faith. How could it be when his heart was so filled with self and with rage? Abel
offered a better sacrifice than his brother because Abel came to God in faith, in desire for relationship.
Cain's heart was seen in his response. God even gave him a chance to see when he asked him, "Why are
you so angry, why are you feeling sorry for yourself?" Cain had the opportunity to repent of what was in
his heart and to allow God to heal it. Instead he took his anger out on his brother. What is most amazing
about the story is that God still showed Cain grace. He received undeserved mercy. But what of Abel,
how does he still "speak" even though he is dead? They are in fact both dead, and they both speak. One
speaks a warning and the other, a vision. The warning is evident: our hearts can turn dark and take us to
dark places. The vision that Abel's life speaks to us is that a heart that is given to God and a life of
offering given to God are not a waste even if (when) that life is over. Both are dead, but the story of
Cain's life is waste; the story of Abel's (shorter life) is God's glory. It's likely no one will write the story of
your life so that others will read it years after you are gone. But it is still your opportunity to have a life

                                   20 / 79

https://www.rivercc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/CTG-Winter-Season-Devo.pdf


Closing the Gap Devotional Winter Season
 

that continues to "speak" long after you are gone. How so? The same way Abel's life "speaks": it is
because God "spoke well" of him. God said to him, "Well done!" You have the same opportunity. You
have before you, for as many days as you are given, to live in a way that will result in God himself
"speaking well" of you. What is this path of "well done"? It is the path of faith. It is to live towards God
and others as if God is alive and worthy of our very lives. Faith is living for the glory of God and the
good of others. It is to offer our lives to him as a "better sacrifice" in order to hear from him "well done!"
Close the gap today; live for the "well done” of God.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.30.18

Week 4 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Reflect:

We don't know much about Enoch, but we know enough. He walked with God. It is interesting that he
was able to escape the curse of Adam in that he skipped the dying process. But what is most important is
the reason that happened. Adam walked with God in the Garden (or God walked with him), then he
walked away from God and, in so doing, brought death. Enoch walked with God and, in so doing,
escaped death. Clearly this is not God's plan for very many people; most will go to God through death's
door. But Enoch's life instructs us on how to live reversing the curse. We do so by walking with God.
Notice God commended him, too. So we know three things about Enoch: he walked with God, he escaped
the dying process, and God commended him. We don't know whether he was famous, handsome, athletic,
had a lot of possessions, or was really smart. Walking with God is another way of saying "walk by faith."
To walk with God means to live in line with his will and his ways for your life. It will require making
choices that indicate you trust him and believe that he alive and able to accomplish his purposes. It
requires actions and attitudes that demonstrate your confidence that his ways are the best ways and life
with him is the best possible life. Enoch walked with God, but it is unlikely his walk was perfect. It is
more likely his walk was authentic. In his heart and then on the whole in his life he walked God's ways.
Why did he get to escape death? Was he that much better than everyone else? Maybe…we can't say. But
his great escape was caused by the fact that he earned God's commendation by the fact that he walked
with God. You will likely not get to skip the dying process, but if you walk in faith by believing the
gospel, you will get to skip the curse of death. That which is so fearful for much of humanity—death—has
lost its sting for you if you are his child. What matters most at the end, matters most now. What will
matter most at the end will be relationship with God, revealed in the relationships you have with others.
Since that will matter most at the end, it matters most now. Right now, today. Walk with God in faith, by
walking alongside others in love. You will probably still have to pass through death's door someday, but
death has already lost in your life. And death will not have the final word in your death; life will. Close
the gap, live by faith today with the end in mind.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 1.31.18

Week 4 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Reflect:

All things are possible for God. Does this mean God can do anything? Yes and no. God's power,
sometimes called his omnipotence, means he can do anything that can be done. He can make the universe,
raise the dead, and become incarnate in Christ. He cannot, however, do what is self-contradictory to do.
He cannot make a rock too big for him to pick up. This is not a real thing to be done; it is merely clever
words tied together in a sentence. If someone presses you on a question like this and he refuses to listen to
the fact that it is an irrational sentence, then simply tell them, "yes, he can." Then if they say, "Well then
he can't pick up the rock!" You can reply, "Oh yes, he can do that as well." It's okay to answer nonsense
with nonsense. Now, let's go back to the larger issue of what God can actually do and what he cannot. He
cannot ever stop being God. He cannot, not be love, or powerful, or eternal. Furthermore, it is impossible
for us to please God apart from faith. Why is this? Why is he making such a demand on us? Let's think
about it. What is faith? It is confidence. Who is God? He is ultimate reality, from whom all things came
into existence and for whom all things exist. So faith is confidence in and compliance with the one we
belong to and exist for. So how would it be possible to live as beings made by him for his pleasure in a
way that resists him and his will and at the same time bring him pleasure? This is another statement of
nonsense. It could be worded like this to get the full meaning. "Without pleasing God it is impossible to
please God." Well of course that is true; so what is the point? The point is that a life of confidence in
God(faith) is the same thing as a life that pleases God. It is not complex; it's just difficult. We really only
have to do two things…actually one because the second flows from the first. We have to trust God. When
we trust God, it will show up in love for others. Love God with all of who you are, and love others as you
love yourself. This is very simple and enormously difficult. But in this, all things are possible because
God is all for this, and he will help you live this way. Close the gap on a life of faith. Look to God to do
what would be impossible for you by yourself. Look to him to help you trust him completely and to love
others authentically.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.1.18

Week 4 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Reflect:

Atheists believe that God does not exist. Agnostics believe that they do not or cannot know whether God
exists. Some believe it is irrational to claim he exists. Others believe it is arrogant to claim to have
knowledge of his existence. But it is neither irrational nor arrogant to have this knowledge. We have
knowledge of his existence because he has made himself known. We did not discover him; he revealed
himself. He has done so in the world he has made, like art made by an artist. He has done so in the
conscience he has placed inside each of us. He has done so in human history as recorded in Scriptures. He
has done so in Jesus Christ, God incarnate. To believe is to be persuaded, to have come to a conclusion.
Clearly we can have real knowledge of his existence and then have rational belief that he exists. Why is
this important? Because before anyone will come to him (approach him for help, salvation, direction),
they must believe he exists. It’s not a condition that is arbitrary like "In basketball you must not lift your
pivot foot, or you will lose possession of the ball." Why is this so—why are you not able to pivot with both
feet? Is this a condition of reality, like the laws of gravity? No, it is merely a rule made up by the inventor
of basketball because it is what he chose; it could have been otherwise. The reality of God and the "laws"
of human interaction with him are never arbitrary. God, never just makes up the "rules of the game"
because he feels like it, and it could just as easily have been another way. What he tells us and commands
us is tied to the way he has designed life to be, and it is connected to the nature of who he is. Why can't
God just give us a break and whether we believe him or in him or not, just go ahead and be a "good sport"
and give everyone the same things? Because this is not a game, and he is not making it up as he goes. If a
person does not actually believe God, that God exists, he will not come to him in a way that leads to
actual relationship with God. If you go to him as a peer, or a demigod, or a large reflection of yourself,
you are not going to him at all. You are going to a figment of your imagination. Figments of your
imagination cannot save you, they have no power to change things in the real world. You must believe he
exists. Which "he"? He, the Triune God, Father, Son, Holy Spirit. Then when you "come to him" you are
actually coming to a God who exists and who can save you, and help you, and have relationship with you.
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Close the gap today: come to Him as he actually is, not as you might be imagining him to be.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.2.18

Week 4 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:4 By faith Abel offered God a better sacrifice than Cain did. By faith he was commended as
a righteous man, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith he still speaks, even though he is
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death; he could not be
found, because God had taken him away. For before he was taken, he was commended as one who
pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him.

Reflect:

Many seek God for a reward and they do so earnestly, yet they do not get what they seek. Doesn't this
mean God does not keep his promises? No, it means they do not understand what God promised. What
exactly is the promise here? The answer is found in the question, "what" or better yet "who" is object of
the seeking? Let's reword this: "Those who truly seek God will be rewarded by finding him." God told
Jeremiah, "When you seek me with all your heart, you will find me." And he told Abraham, "I am your
very great reward." God is the reward of this promise. Those who seek him will find him. To some this is
like hearing they won the lottery and finding that the prize is "only" relationship with God and being
disappointed. They are missing the perspective necessary to understand the scope of this great promise.
This highlights an important fact about faith. It is impossible to please God without it; it is also
impossible to "be pleased with God" without it. When we have learned to trust God, our eyes are open
more and more to who he actually is and what relationship with him is "worth." Then he becomes the
prime object of our seeking. Or maybe we find that what we were seeking after and never finding
contentment in was all the time just a poor substitution for what our hearts truly desired. Of course, we
seek meaningful human relationships. We seek meaningful vocations and vacations. We seek health and
happiness. But there is no promise in scripture that we will always or ever get these things. Though most
often, if we live as God has designed us, we will find these things to be true about our lives. But when it
is true, it will be because we are seeking God as our highest God. And when we seek him, we find
relationship with him and satisfaction in him. When we are finding our greatest satisfaction in him, we
are positioned to find contentment and even joy in what he brings into our lives. When we find our
ultimate meaning in him, we tend to find the other aspects of our lives, whatever they are, meaningful as
well. Faith pleases God and faith makes us pleased with God. Close the gap today on what you truly seek.
Seek God. He has promised to be found when you do.

Pray:
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(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.5.18

Winter Reflection
Roots grow deeper, but all is grey. Ground, skies, and leaves brittle and blowing in the winter wind.
Roots grow deeper, but nothing is green. Only in our dreams and imagination are plants flourishing and
lush. Roots grow deeper, but how can we know? There is no sign up here of life down there. Roots grow
deeper, so faith presses on. From the winter of faith-sowing comes the summer of sight-reaping.

Week 5 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

Reflect:

When hurricanes form out in the ocean, officials warn coastal residents of what they believe is to come.
Many pack their cars and flee inland to safety; some ignore the warnings and stay. Why do the ones who
stay, do so? They do not trust the officials because they are often wrong. The location of where the storm
will hit is hard to predict. The severity of what the storm will be is hard to estimate. Some people, after
being warned several times and finding the warning to be false or only partially true, become jaded to the
predictions. They stop believing. They have lost faith in the weatherman. Noah was given a storm
warning. A flood unlike anyone had ever seen was coming. He believed the warning and made
preparations. Imagine if the weatherman giving the weather report was actually in charge of the weather.
It would not be a prediction of what might happen; it would be a description of what will happen. Why
did Noah believe and others did not? Faith. He believed God while others did not. His fear was "holy"
because it was not primarily fear of the water; it was awe of God. His fear would not be called "holy" if it
were a fear of drowning. He knew that when God said he was going to bring judgment, it was a decided
fact. So in "holy fear" he set out to make preparations to escape the coming judgment. God still speaks of
a coming judgment. Some believe, others do not. The preparations are not to build a boat but to believe
the gospel. Jesus rescues from the coming flood. This rescue is ultimately a future reality. It is fully
experienced when we die. But it is also present in its application. As we believe God now by living in line
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with his loving "warning," we experience the "undoing" of Adam's judgment in our lives. Our lives are
changed for the better when we live believing God when he warns us that to live apart from him is to
experience emptiness. To live to know and love him and to make his love known is to experience
increasing fullness. Close the gap today. Learn to live in "holy fear." Our only fear need be a heart that
does not love and obey God.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.6.18

Week 5 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

9 By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as
did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.

Reflect:

Everyone is proving God true. How is this so? Those who live apart from him, refusing to live by faith in
him, are proving him true in the ways their lives unfold externally, internally, and ultimately...eternally.
Those who live by faith in him are proving him true as well. Who they are becoming on the inside, the
ways their lives are changing on the outside, and the ways their lives end up ultimately are proof of God's
promises. This is how Noah's faith "condemned the world." He showed that without faith it is impossible
to please God, but he also showed that it is possible to have faith and therefore to please God. What
makes his faith a "condemnation" is that he was not special. His faith was not a singularity; only someone
as great as Noah could pull it off. Noah was a normal man. His faith was a gift from God. All can receive
the same gift if they choose. When people refuse to respond to God and they live the results of life apart
from God, they cannot in the end blame God. Faith in God was not beyond them. This is how Noah's life
becomes a condemnation. But his life is also a commendation. He commends righteousness to us. He,
through faith, became an heir to the family fortune, the great riches of righteousness. Righteousness is
right standing with God. His faith brought him an escape from a death by drowning, but that was a
temporary escape. He eventually died. What was more important was that his faith brought him into the
family inheritance. He became an heir to right relationship with God. This transcends this life and is a
fortune that you "can take with you." When you see the human devastation of sin, let it break your heart.
But keep this in mind: "this too is proving God true." Now, demonstrate the blessing of faith in your life.
Do not merely be a sign of condemnation for the world; be a person of commendation. A person whose
life receives God's commendation by faith and a person whose life can commend God to others. Close the
gap today; see how your life can commend God to others. This is your responsibility, and this is your
opportunity. 
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.7.18

Week 5 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

Reflect:

God told Abraham, "Go the place I will show you." This is curious, how do you "go" (present tense) to
the place "I will show you" (future tense)? Clearly God knew where he wanted Abraham to end up; why
didn't he just tell him? How was it that Abraham obeyed and "went" even though he did not know where
he was going? He knew the direction; he just didn't yet know the final destination. Faith requires action. It
is not a feeling. It is confidence in God and in his will and ways. How much faith is necessary? Just
enough to move your feet in his direction. The steps can be slow, they can be faltering, they will often be
two forward and one backward, but steps of faith will move you in a direction towards his will and ways
for your life. Very often, perhaps most often, you will not get the "next after the next" steps. You will get
the next steps. Then when you take those, you will again get the next steps. God does not want you to
trust a series of directions; he wants you to trust him. The reason Abraham did not get the "full map" is
that he would then no longer have to seek God. He could simply consult his map. God was not just
interested in Abraham going places and getting "stuff done." He was interested in building his faith and
deepening his relationship. So he told him "Go to the place I will show you." Abraham went, looking to
God to show him, step-by-step, where he was to go. Be careful to not wait for the full plan to unfold
before you obey with next steps. If you do, you will likely stay stuck and not experience what God has for
you. It is likely the next steps are not exciting, and look rather mundane, even tiresome. Take the next
steps, close the gap. The next steps today will surely include looking to God in faith and loving others
around you in practical ways.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.8.18

Week 5 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

Reflect:

When Abraham got to the land of promise, he did not establish a permanent home there. He went to the
place God had called him to, but he lived an "unsettled" life there. Does that strike you as strange? There
are a number of people who proclaim what is called a "prosperity gospel." Gospel is a word that means
"good news." This theological framework believes that the "good news" is that in addition to eternal life,
God wants you healthy and wealthy in this life as well. This theology would not work well in many parts
of the world where people are suffering for their faith. It doesn't work well anywhere, for long. Abraham
went to the land of promise and did prosper there, but he lived the life of a migrant, like a stranger in a
foreign land. This was the land of promise for him and his heirs, but the fulfillment of the promise was
"already, but not yet." He experienced partial peace, partial blessing, partial prosperity, but it was all
tentative, migratory, and transitory. Full peace, full blessing, full prosperity, full heath and joy are not
found in this life. The physical promised land was a sort of "down payment" on the actual promised land.
He entered the land of ultimate promise when he went to God's full presence after his death. If you look
to this life to give you more than it is capable of giving, you will live with ongoing disappointment. In
addition, you will tend to make decisions that are not driven by faith but rather by frustration. Faith
endures much now because it knows this is not all there is, or even most of what is for the Christian.
Frustration is the engine that drives the life not lived by faith. Frustration that even when something is
obtained—a relationship, a promotion, an experience, a purchase—it does not bring lasting fulfillment. This
life cannot give what we often demand it give. It cannot because in this life we see as through a glass
darkly; in the life to come we will see God face-to-face. Then our fulfillment will be complete, and our
frustration will be eradicated. It has been said that some people are "so heavenly-minded they are no
earthly good." This is a catchy collection of words but totally devoid of factual content. It’s not possible
to be too "heavenly- minded." It is certainly possible to be too "earthly-minded." The more we navigate
our lives with an eternal orientation, the more we are positioned to make a lasting impact now. If we
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know this life is not the place of full promise fulfillment, then we are much more likely to experience the
most out of this life. Close the gap on your faith: see this life as "already but not yet" in terms of the full
experience of the promises of God. Your faith will become increasingly resilient, and your joy will
become increasingly independent of your circumstances if you do.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.9.18

Week 5 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that comes by faith. 8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and
went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his home in the promised
land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with
him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and
builder is God.

Reflect:

Abraham lived as a migrant in the land of promise. He didn't get to spend his life in cities like you do. He
didn't have ready access to food or grocery stores. He didn't have central heat and air. He spent a lot of
time being hot and cold. He didn't travel paved highways. He didn't have access to medical care. No
malls, no movies, no recorded music. His life was very, very basic. He was a "prince" among his people,
but if you were to suddenly find yourself living his life, you would likely consider your life very, very
difficult. But in at least one important way Abraham had a distinct advantage over you. He was less able
to be distracted. He had no illusion that he was living in a "heaven on earth." You may not think your life
is a heaven on earth either, but you certainly have many opportunities to be distracted from eternity. The
cities we live in offer constant mental and physical stimulation. We need never experience silence if we
choose not to. We do not need to look forward to a city whose architect and builder is God because our
cities offer so much. There is so much to do, eat, see, experience...it takes a death bed for most people to
see that their "city" did not have foundations. The cities we inhabit and all the things that divert our
attention from eternity are built without foundations. Of course, they have physical footings: tall buildings
have concrete deep underground, often going all the way to bedrock. But in eternal terms, they still lack a
foundation. They are not built to last. Our city of final destination is built by God to last. It cannot be
shaken or taken by the elements of war or entropy. Eye has not seen, ear has not heard, mind cannot
conceive what God has prepared for those who love him. Do not wait for a deathbed (even if you have the
opportunity to die on a bed as many do not) to see this. Tonight, as you lay in your "life bed" look
forward to the City of God, where he is the builder, the foundation, and the main attraction. Think of all
that is wonderful in this life, and then consider that what is to come far surpasses all of it. No human mind
can even conceive of the "city" the dwelling place God has prepared for his children. You can close the
gap on your faith by learning to choose carefully what you look forward to. Look forward to the city
designed and inhabited by God; learn day-by-day to set your hopes there.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.12.18

Winter Reflection
Roots grow deeper, but all is grey. Ground, skies, and leaves brittle and blowing in the winter wind.
Roots grow deeper, but nothing is green. Only in our dreams and imagination are plants flourishing and
lush. Roots grow deeper, but how can we know? There is no sign up here of life down there. Roots grow
deeper, so faith presses on. From the winter of faith-sowing comes the summer of sight-reaping.

Week 6 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Reflect:

Many believe that miracles are impossible (though this often doesn't keep them from asking for one when
they are in desperate situations). They believe the universe is a closed system, meaning it is all that exists.
Since all is "natural," by default there can be no "supernatural." There is no "scientific" reason to believe
that everything that exists is natural. Science cannot tell us this; it can only tell us some things about the
natural realm. Miracles are logically possible since the universe is not a "closed system." It is not self-
creating. It was created by a supernatural "mind." So it is entirely possible that this creator also continues
to involve himself actively in what he has made. Normally, he allows things to happen normally. But
occasionally when it fits his overall purposes, he acts in a way that bypasses or speeds up normal
processes. This is a miracle. It is intervention by God into the normal processes of the physical world. If
you leave food on the countertop, it will begin to degrade. If you intervene by putting in the refrigerator,
you will slow the process of the food spoiling. If you inject a certain medicine into a sick person (who
would have died without the injection), you have interrupted the "normal" process. God superseded the
normal process for giving birth to a child in Abraham and Sarah. They were both past normal child-
bearing age, but God intervened and Sarah was able to bear a child. Why did God do this? There is one
answer but two sides to that answer. She bore a son because God willed and caused it. She bore a child
because Abraham believed God when he said he would give him a son. These two facts are not in
opposition; they are in collaboration. Of course, Abraham's faith could have been misplaced. He could
have thought God promised a son, but he didn't. He could have believed that if he could muster enough
faith then God would be compelled to do what Abraham wanted. But in reality, Abraham had faith in
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what God had actually promised. Faith must be based on fact, on what God has actually said. Faith must
lead to action. Abraham had to take steps in order to experience the promise of God. Close the gap on
your faith today by taking action on what God has promised. Do you know what he has promised? Make
sure that it is in fact a promise to you. Be sure you are reading the Scriptures correctly. Most of his
promises will include challenge, difficulty, and seeing him prove faithful in the midst of them. Most of
his promises will lead to you loving and serving others and experiencing his love in the midst of your
sacrifice.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.13.18

Week 6 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Reflect:

"Where is my miracle?" This is the question some have asked, even demanded of God. The answer is
always, "You have no miracle, only God does." Miracles are signs of God's faithfulness much more than
they are signs of our faith. By faith Abraham considered God faithful. Abraham's faith would mean
nothing if God were not faithful. Some believe in the power of the human spirit, mind, and will to
accomplish miracles. This is not true. There is no "secret" power in the universe waiting to be tapped by
human potential. There is a universe (all that has been created) and there is a creator. We are part of the
creation, and we are made in the image of our creator. We have potential, but we are not divine. We relate
"up" to God in our image-bearing features; we relate "down" to creation in our finite, limited features.
Our faith must be in his faithfulness, never in our potential. It has been said that a lot of faith in a weak
bridge will get you wet, while a little faith in a strong bridge will keep you dry. The amount of your faith
is not the point (a tiny mustard seed will do); the object of your faith is the point. Our faith must be firmly
in God's faithfulness. All miracles are from him and about him. They point to something much bigger
than me and my current circumstances. All physical miracles have expiration dates stamped on them. A
physical healing does not last forever. Provision of a car, a spouse, a job, a sum of money—even if given
in ways that clearly demonstrate God's intervention—does not last. What lasts indefinitely is the glory of
God revealed in his actions in and among us. His miracles point me and others to him. Is he able to do
what you ask? Yes, of course he is. Then why doesn't he? Because he doesn't want to; it is not best for
him and his purposes. But what of you and your purposes, what if it’s best for you? In the end, what is
best for his glory is best for you. Close the gap today on your faith. Ask him for what you want and do
this with faith. Then trust him for what he gives and do this with faith.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
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of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.14.18

Week 6 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Reflect:

You have never seen a road sign that says "road sign here." Signs do not point to themselves; they point
to something greater than themselves. If you see a sign that says "Mt. Rainer," you do not turn your back
to the mountain, take pictures of the sign and drive on. You fix your gaze on the mountain and turn your
back to the sign. That is the purpose of the sign: to set your attention elsewhere. You might take a picture
of your family in front of the sign to remember it, but you remember the sign because of what it pointed
to...a majestic mountain. In the same way, miracles are signs that point to God. We remember them and
draw strength from remembering them because of whom they direct our attention to. When people fixate
on signs (miracles), they lose sight of God. Satan has been known to give counterfeit miracles. They may
actually be "real" in terms of accomplishing supernatural things, but they are "fake" in that they do not do
what a real miracle is supposed to do and that is to turn attention and affection to God. God loved
Abraham and Sarah, but he did not provide a miracle son simply for that reason. This son was a sign that
would speak of God's greatness and his faithfulness through the ages. If you read of what God did for
Abraham and immediately wonder, "what great thing will he do for me?" you are missing the point.
When you read of what God did, marvel at God. Beyond that, reflect on the great thing God has already
done for you. It was through the lineage of Abraham that God brought Jesus the Messiah into the world
and into your life. He can do no greater thing for you than this. Will you set your heart and mind to
believing this? It is in fact true; it remains for you to close the gap on personally believing it more and
more. 

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
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proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.15.18

Week 6 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Reflect:

Abraham had faith in the faithfulness of God. He believed that God would keep the promise he had made.
What was the content of the promise? It was that Abraham would be the father of a nation with
descendants so numerous they would be virtually uncountable. The problem was that in order to have
multiple descendants you have to start with a single descendant. The promise was epic in nature, but the
fulfillment of the promise was very mundane: a baby had to be born. Sarah, an older woman, had to
become pregnant and bear a child. Before you move on from that fact think about not just her joy at
getting pregnant after so long but what it would be like to live at that time, be that age, and go through
pregnancy. The promise was epic; the days of gestation were certainly not. If you are a Christian, then
God has given you an epic promise: eternal life in Christ. You will see him face-to-face someday and will
become like Christ in character. He has promised believers will experience eternal life, which is not
merely a large quantity of life but an entirely different quality of life. However, in the meantime, the days
will often not feel epic. They will "tick" by in mundane movements of the clock and calendar. There will
be times for many of us that will not just be mundane but will involve pain. Pain that is physical, pain that
is emotional and mental. However, even in the mundane and in the pain, we do have to wait to the end to
experience some of the "epic" nature of the promise of God. What makes the promise so spectacular is
that it means we will have a fuller experience with God someday. We can know him in fuller and fuller
ways right now, during the days of pain and the days of mundane. This is where and how the epic breaks
into the mundane: to move through your days looking to know and love God and to make God's love
known. Whether you are sitting at a desk fighting to stay engaged with your work, or lying in a sick bed
fighting to stay alive, you have the opportunity today to encounter God. You can see where God is
moving in your life now and join him. This is the intersection of the epic and the mundane. Close the gap
today: see the epic in the mundane. 

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.16.18

Week 6 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age — and Sarah herself was barren — was
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so
from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as
countless as the sand on the seashore.

Reflect:

Many are concerned with legacy. How will they be remembered? What will happen to their life's work?
King Solomon was concerned with this as well. He feared that all he worked for might be left to a son
who proved to be a fool. Solomon's fears were well-founded: his son did prove to be a fool and split the
kingdom in two. Legacy is the name of a national obituary service. You can read about people from
around the nation who have died. You can read their life story in a couple of paragraphs. You can see
what they thought to be important. Or at least you can see what others thought they thought was
important. Why would anyone care about legacy? They will be gone, what difference does it make?
Certainly, some do not care, but most do. Humans care for legacy because God designed them for impact.
People know that if what they accomplish does not outlive them, then ultimately it has no lasting
meaning. This is why some who do not have a gospel faith give their lives to "saving the planet" or worry
about the "survival of the human race." To save a planet seems like something worth giving a single life
for. To save an entire race from extinction, well, that is worth something. But what if the planet is not
destined to survive? Or what if it does and the planet is just a rock hanging in space, not designed...a pale
blue dot in space, a product of mere chance? What difference does it make whether it is saved or not?
Meaning comes from God. The universe, the planet, the human race have been made by God for God.
The legacy that matters is to hear from him about your life, "Well done, good and faithful servant."
Abraham looked to a legacy that extended far beyond his own earthly life. He would only live to see the
very beginning of the fulfillment of the promise. The rest he could see by faith alone. Be concerned with
legacy, one that extends beyond your own life to the ends of the earth to the end of time...and beyond. But
that legacy is not about you; it is about God. Live faithfully today, trusting in the faithful God to bring
himself glory and others good from your life. Close the gap on faith and love today. Live for the glory of
God and for the good of others. Pursue a legacy that is about him.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.19.18

Week 7  Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Reflect:

Imagine you are promised a gift and live expectantly with faith that you will in fact receive the gift
because the who has promised is faithful. Then one day as promised the gift arrives. You open the
package and there it is just as you knew it would be. As you held the gift and saw it with your eyes, your
faith disappeared. Why? It was because it was no longer necessary. Faith had served its purpose. Faith
keeps your hope fixed on what is to come until sight takes over. The reason these men of God died still
living by faith is because if they had experienced the fullness of God's promise, then faith would be
unnecessary. That's why those who have not seen and yet believe are blessed. Because what is seen is
temporary, and what is unseen is eternal. To believe now what is not yet seen is not to live in delusion but
to live in the fullness of reality. What we have now is valuable, meaningful, wonderful, but it is a partial
not full experience. Right now, we get to run our fingers through the icing and get a taste; then we will
get the cake itself. So of course, the ancients were living by faith when they died, and of course they had
not received the things promised. If they had experienced it in full, then faith would not be required. But
the fact that they died without having fully experienced the promise does not mean they died empty or
frustrated. The opposite is true. What they experienced of God in this life became a "memory of the
future" for them. They died with full hope. There are stories of the last words of men and women who
lived their lives far from God. Some of these stories tell of the fear, the terror, the disillusionment in that
final moment of realization. "It really does end...my life really is over." We will all die in faith. Some will
die with misplaced faith: where they put their confidence will not prove to be a secure place. Some will
die with well-placed faith. Their confidence in God will prove to be the only secure place. Close the gap
today. See what God has done, see what God is doing, be confident in what he will do. Let that
confidence impact what concerns you most today. 

Pray:

                                   50 / 79



Closing the Gap Devotional Winter Season
 

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.20.18

Week 7 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Reflect:

You do not have to travel to a different country to experience a different culture. You can live in the same
city you were born in and still be a stranger there. On the other hand, you can travel to a different country,
where the language is not the same, the food and smells are different. Yet you can feel like you are home,
like the people there are your people. How can this be? It is because Christians are citizens of the same
country. They serve a common King and live with a common purpose. They speak the same heart
language: the gospel. When Christians encounter other Christians even though they have nothing external
in common—no common language, no common culture—they find they are brothers and sisters. They find
that they are both strangers and aliens on earth. To admit that you are a stranger and alien on earth does
not imply that you do not love your country or the earth. The opposite is true: those who have been made
citizens of heaven through the gospel make the best citizens of their temporary countries. They do not
have to desperately get everything from this life because this life is not everything to them. If you fail to
see yourself as a stranger here on earth, you are not seeing yourself correctly. If you have "settled in" and
made yourself completely at home, you are "settling" for far less than you are an heir to. You are an heir
to a "far country.” This is not your home. Because of your eternal citizenship, you do not have to despair
that your temporary home does not fully satisfy. "Meanwhile,” Paul wrote, we "groan" longing for our
heavenly home. Even in the best of times here, our hearts long for more. Not more money, or more
friends, or more pleasure, or more of anything this country offers, though we are often fooled into
believing those things are what will satisfy. We long for more of what we were made for: the fullness of
God's presence. Close the gap today on seeing more clearly where your citizenship truly lies. Reflect on
what has not satisfied you. Reflect on what has.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.21.18

Week 7 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Reflect:

Peter urged his friends to live as aliens and strangers in this world by turning against the sinful desires
that would war against their souls. These desires are not just the "big sins," the things that are overt in the
destruction they bring. These desires can be subtle, more covert. In fact, they most often are. They can be
the desire for more, for better, or just for other than what I have. The drive of the sensual to control and
direct our lives causes us to live for pleasure rather than for larger, longer-lasting "good." We can trade
what we know for what we feel and become slaves to our own desires. The desires of the flesh make us
petty in our relationships, easily offended, easily angered...quick to write people off and throw
relationships away. There is no neutral space. No neutral thought, song, movie, book, day, or experience.
All that happens in, to, and around us is shaping us into certain kinds of people. There is enormous
shaping pressure coming from the culture we live in and the sinful desires that live in us. These pressures
are waging "war" against our souls. They attempt to misshape us into their broken image while God
intends for us to be shaped into the image of Christ. For many Christians the focus of the "war" is
centered on cultural forces arrayed against them. Externals become the most important battle space.
Media, sexual trends, the courts, the schools, the shifts in family structures all look to be the "real fight."
But if we miss the fact that the most important war is internal not external, then we will surely lose the
war against our souls. "Above all else guard your heart," says the Proverb, "because out of it flow all the
issues of your life." To live as a stranger and alien here is not primarily about a "culture war"; it is about a
"soul war." You must continually pay attention to what you are allowing to shape you on the inside. This
has a negative component ("avoid" certain things that misshape you) and a positive component ("pursue"
things the shape you). Close the gap today regarding your perspective on your "alien status." See the war
for your soul as being winnable. It is a fight that will continue until you die, but it is a fight you can
become more skilled at if you only will give yourself to that task.

Pray:
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(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.22.18

Week 7 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Reflect:

Moses was given a vision of his people living in liberty in a land of promise. He was also given a
commission to lead his people out of the land of slavery to that promised place. He did not believe he was
up to the task, and in many ways, he was not. However, God intended to reveal himself through Moses'
insecurity and inabilities. As Moses took on the task God set before him, he encountered difficulty after
difficulty. He was challenged by his enemies as well as his own people. He poured his life out for others,
and very often they questioned his leadership and his motives. He took his people to the threshold of the
Promised Land only to have to turn back into the wilderness because of their unbelief. Finally, after
decades of living off of God's faithfulness, the people were able to enter the land God had promised. Yet,
Moses could not go in. He was only able to see it from a distance. He died in the wilderness, looking into
the land of God's promise. Did God cheat Moses? Is the final chapter of Moses' life disappointment,
emptiness, and futility? Did he give his life for a goal that was never accomplished? I will give you one
sentence from the book of Exodus that will give you the answer to all of these questions. "The LORD
would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend." So, what is your answer? Was his
life one of futility or of fullness? Did God cheat him or bless him beyond all measure? How you answer
these questions will help you evaluate your own perspective regarding your status as an "alien and a
stranger" here and now. Moses received the greater promise. He did not walk on a certain piece of ground
in the Middle East, but he did get to the place of promise. In addition, as he walked in the wilderness, far
from the land of promise, he walked with God as his friend. Wherever we walk with God as a friend, that
place becomes the place of promise for us. Close the gap on your friendship with God. Friendship with
God is tied most closely to absolute obedience to him. He is not looking for a junior partner; he is looking
for one whose heart is fully surrendered to him.

Pray:
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(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.23.18

Week 7 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that they were
aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are looking for a country of
their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had left, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better country — a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Reflect:

Can a father be ashamed of his child and still love that child? Of course he can. When a child lives in a
way that is counter to the values of the father, then the father is ashamed. But the opposite is true as well.
When a child lives their father's values, then the father is proud. The men whose lives are described here
were not perfect men. In fact, Moses did not miss the Promised Land because of the sin of his people; he
missed it because of his own sin. However, although those men were not perfect in every action, they
were perfect in their overall life-orientation. They lived, over the course of their lives, headed towards the
will and ways of God. They may have taken two steps forward and one step backwards, or even
sometimes two steps backwards, but the trajectory of their lives was pointed towards God. Because this
was true, God was not ashamed to be called their God. In fact, for generations to come God would call
himself "the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob." He was very proud to own these flawed sons. He was
happy to be known as their father. Their individual actions were not always in line with God's family
values, but their life-direction was. When they got off track, they got back on. Most of your life as a
follower of Christ will be spent getting back on track. This doesn't mean you will or should get way off
into terrible situations and stay there for long periods of time. It does mean, ideally, that you will make
day-by-day course corrections. It may mean occasionally those corrections will be large in nature, but
often it will mean we must adjust a degree here or there. These course corrections are immensely
important because to be off a single degree on a compass heading over a long period of time, means you
are eventually going the exact opposite direction from where you should be going. "Closing the gap" is
simply a way of saying make small and immediate course corrections that keep you on track over the long
haul. It is also a way of saying make the small and immediate obedience choices that will propel you
forward in your journey. Making God "proud" is a good and appropriate life objective. This doesn't
require detailed perfection, but it does require a settled direction. It is a life pointed his way over the long
haul. It has been called a "long obedience in a single direction." Today is a single step in that journey.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.26.18

WeeK 8 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him,
“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the
dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

Reflect:

What is the reward for passing a test? Often it is a more challenging test. In learning math, the tests
become more and more difficult. The same is true in learning piano or perfecting your skill at a sport.
Faith grows like a muscle or a skill. It must be pushed beyond its current level in order to go the next
level. This faith development is painful, just as muscle development is. When you push a muscle, lactic
acid builds up making the muscle painful to use; it can take a couple of days to recover from a difficult
workout. But the saying "no pain, no gain" is certainly true in muscle development. It is also true, for the
most part, in faith development. When we feel pain, we tend to automatically believe something is wrong.
This can be true: pain can indicate an injury and be a sign to "stop!” But it can also be the side effect of
going to a new level and be a sign to "press on!" When our faith gets pressed, it means we are in "water
over our heads." It seems like what we are being asked to endure or to choose is beyond our ability, and it
probably is. But when we respond to God in faith to the current situation, we are becoming spiritually
resilient for what is ahead. If we try to evade or avoid the current challenge, we find ourselves
increasingly unprepared for future challenges. Abraham's greatest test of faith was built on his prior
experience with God. When God told him to "go to the place I will show you," Abraham went. When
God told Abraham he would have a son, Abraham chose to believe him. Those are a couple of the big
items we know about; no doubt there where hundreds of smaller choices Abraham made to learn to trust
in God's faithfulness. Now when this next test came—the biggest test of all—it was no doubt a great stretch,
but it was not totally beyond him. It was just "a bit more." All the days of saying "yes" before this
prepared Abraham for this day of a very large “yes.” Close the gap today on your faith. There are going
to be opportunities to trust him today, to say "yes" to him. Take those opportunities; they are your
preparation today for what God has next.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.27.18

Week 8 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had
received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had said to him,
“It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that God could raise the
dead, and figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from death. 

Reflect:

What if pain avoidance is of higher value to me than faith development? If growing in faith is so painful,
why not opt of growth? There is certainly a way to opt out of growth, but there isn't a way to opt out of
pain. "No pain, no gain" is true in many cases. But what is also true, and often not taken into account in
our choices, is there can be "Pain, with no gain." Abraham could have refused to offer his son as a
sacrifice because he was afraid of the pain. Abraham could have said "no" and he would have escaped the
pain of that terrible and wonderful day. But he likely would have lived for many days (as many parents
do) in fear of losing his son. He may very well have believed that it was his responsibility to "help God"
keep his promise. He could have lived a controlling, unhappy, fretful life and passed that fear on to his
son. You can sometimes decide to forgo some of the pain of trusting God. The pain of asking someone to
forgive you. The pain of dying to pride. The pain of putting someone first who you don't even like or the
pain of blessing someone who is cursing you. You can forgo all this pain by simply doing life in your
own way, on your own terms. But what pain will you experience in your life as you live this way? What
gain will you miss out on? When you go to measure the potential costs of radical obedience to God, do
not fail to measure the costs of disobedience and the vast benefits of obedience. Remember Jesus, who for
the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning it shame. Close the gap today. What faith choice is in
front of you right now? What are the potential costs involved in making that choice? What are the costs of
not making it? What is God offering you by giving you this faith choice to make? Do you see his
invitation to gain through this pain? Will you take his invitation?

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
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proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 2.28.18

Week 8 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, when he
was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 22 By faith
Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and gave instructions
about his bones. 23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for three months after he was born, because they saw
he was no ordinary child, and they were not afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had
grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with
the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. 26 He regarded disgrace for
the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his
reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, so that the destroyer of the
firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as on
dry land; but when the Egyptians tried to do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell,
after the people had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith the prostitute Rahab, because she
welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were disobedient. 

Reflect:

Some of these acts of faith are epic: an entire nation narrowly escaping destruction by passing through a
sea on dry land, or the walls of an enemy city falling down without any human help. But some of this
feels normal, mundane. A father blessing his sons. Another giving burial instructions for his remains.
Some seem shocking: a woman putting her child in a woven basket into a river, and a prostitute being
used to accomplish God's purposes. But the overall picture you get from this passage is that faith is
woven into real life. There are times when faith is expressed in ways that defy human explanation and
imagination; in those times what God is doing is obvious. There are other times when it takes the eyes of
faith to see what God is doing. Faith is confidence in God. Confidence in God is expressed in distinct
actions. You don't have to feel confident to take faith steps. Faith is acting in a way that demonstrates you
believe God is alive and that he is involved. Our faith demonstrates God's faithfulness. We believe him
and that "acted on" belief reveals God to others, and to ourselves. You may have the opportunity to
demonstrate God's faithfulness in some epic fashion. If you do, it will probably mean you are going
through epic difficulty or suffering. Look again at the passage; there is a principle there. The more
amazing the intervention of God in our lives, the more desperate the need was. Do not assume you will
have epic intervention minus the epic struggle. However, it is more likely you will have many
opportunities to demonstrate God's faithfulness in multiple mundane ways. It will be the collective
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testimony of many days of faithfulness when God's work in our lives will take faith to see because it will
not be immediately obvious. Close the gap today: look for God, see what faith sees in the circumstances
of your life today. If the struggle is great, look for what he might do in the midst of it to make his
greatness known.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.1.18

Week 8 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:32 And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson,
Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered
justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames,
and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in
battle and routed foreign armies. 

Reflect:

How do you explain the list of people in this chapter that has been called the "hall of faith"? Gideon was
faithless, so God had to prove himself several times. Barak was a coward. Samson was a carnal, brutal
man. Jepththah was a rash and foolish man. David was a murderous adulterer. In fact, there is no one in
the Bible, apart from Jesus, who was consistently "heroic." This chapter has been misnamed; it should be
the "hall of faithless people who saw God be faithful." It’s not that their lives did not contain
demonstrations of faith; it’s that their lives demonstrated inconsistent faith, but God demonstrated
consistent faithfulness. It is "through faith" they experienced the legendary things we read about all these
years later. But the point of this passage, of the Bible, of life itself is God. He is the faithful one. The
point is never the greatness of a person's faith but the greatness of God, the one who makes human faith
more than wishful thinking. Be encouraged by the failure of the people God used. Their failures are not
our excuse to continue to live in failure. But their failure removes our excuse that because of our failure
God cannot use us.

Failure is not fatal for you. Do not have faith in faith. That often means we try to "feel" like we believe.
Do not have faith in yourself. That often means we believe that outcomes depend mostly or entirely on
"how much faith we can muster up." Your faith is to be in the faithful God. Because it is about him and
not you, a very small amount of genuine faith is plenty. Do not accept sin in your life. But do not believe
that God cannot use you because of your failure. He does not delight in our sin. But he does delight in
showing his greatness in our weakness. Close the gap on where you are now and where God wants you to
be. Sure, he gets glory from using broken vessels. But he gets great delight in seeing his broken vessels
becoming increasingly whole and more fully his.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)
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Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.2.18

Week 8 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 11:35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. Others were tortured and refused to
be released, so that they might gain a better resurrection. 36 Some faced jeers and flogging, while still
others were chained and put in prison. 37 They were stoned; they were sawed in two; they were put to
death by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated —
38 the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in
the ground. 39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been
promised. 40 God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made
perfect.

Reflect:

The gospel is your only hope. To have the faith to see dead, loved ones raised to life is not enough. To
have the faith to endure terrible suffering and torture is not enough. To have the faith to be killed in
horrible, terrible fashion is not enough. To live in unbelievable circumstances in order to be faithful is not
enough. What is enough if these things are not? The sacrifice of Jesus is. The "better" thing that God had
planned for us and for those who died before the coming of the Christ is just that: the coming of the
Savior to the world. Those who died prior to the incarnation were saved by faith that trusted God alone
for salvation. They were not saved because their faith took them through terrible circumstances; they
were saved because their faith took them to God for salvation. It is by God's grace that all are saved
through faith. This has always been the case. Some people have been able to endure much because they
had faith in themselves, or in a certain hoped-for outcome. But although this faith may have given them
extra human stamina and strength in the short term, it is not the faith that can ultimately save. Some
people have been able to endure much because of their faith in a certain god, or idol, or even a demon.
Their faith increased their resiliency and allowed them to overcome much, but that faith is not enough to
ultimately save them. Have you ever been confused by people who do have faith in the gospel but are
able to live with great endurance and hope in the face of great difficulty? You need not be. Faith and hope
are powerful factors in human lives. Even if the object of faith is not real, the presence of faith can make a
difference in outcomes. Faith is not what is most important. What is most important is that our faith is
well-placed in the one true God. Some will have overcoming faith that is misplaced in their own ability.
This faith can do much, but it will in the end fail them. You can have a stumbling, faltering faith that is
placed in God. Though you may fail along the way, he will not fail you in the end. By all means close the
gap: seek to grow in your faith. But grow in your faith in God, not in some kind of faith that tries to exist
in isolation from him. The gospel is your only hope, hope in Christ alone.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.5.18

Week 9 Day 1

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make light of
the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he
loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?

Reflect:

Imagine preparing to run a race by loading your pockets with stones and then tying a rope around your
legs to impede your movement. Of course, this is foolish. No one who wanted to run their best race would
do this. The race marked out for us is a life of faith. The ones who have gone before have shown us how
to run. They have also shown us not to run. They did not all run equally well, but they have all finished
their race. We have learned from their success and from their failure that God is the faithful one. Now it is
your turn to run. This is not a short race; it requires perseverance to finish well. Even if your life proves to
be short in terms of years that God gives you, you must have endurance to finish well. The sin that so
easily entangles does its nasty work in our lives, first by redirecting our perspective. We believe the race
is too hard, and a life of obedience is not really possible or maybe not even desirable. We begin to see the
very things that hinder the best life possible as being the best life possible. Sin turns our perspective
upside down. The obedience God is calling you to is entirely for your benefit. Of course, it is for his
glory, but his glory in your life is always for your ultimate benefit. The good news is that you can throw
off the things that hinder your life of faith. It may feel like throwing away the things that hinder and
entangle you in this life of faith are a part of you. Perhaps you have become so accustomed to them that
you think they are an actual part of you now. You can't imagine living life without that deed, that attitude,
that perspective, that anger, or lust, or pride. But if you are a Christian, they are not a part of you; they are
stones you have picked up from the ground. You can, if you will, cast them back to the ground. Christ
offers you that kind of freedom to run this race marked out for you. Close the gap today. Consider your
perspective on sinful attitudes and actions. Do you really see them as they are? Will you look honestly at
them today? Will you throw them off? Are you convinced that you can? Son or Daughter of God, you
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can.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.6.18

Week 9 Day 2

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make light of
the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he
loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?

Reflect:

The great cloud of witnesses, the men and women who have gone before us, have demonstrated that a life
of direction does not have to be a life of perfection in order to finish well. Their examples are instructive,
helpful, and important, but they are not near enough. For one thing, since their examples are imperfect,t
we cannot make their lives the focus of our lives. The same is true for living "heroes." There are men and
woman alive today who can teach us much about a life of faith. The work of God in their lives
encourages, challenges, and motivates us. But we cannot make their lives the focus of our lives. If you
lived for a period of time with any "great Christian" past or present, it is very likely you would be
surprised and possibly disappointed. But only if you think someone out there is living a life of faith
perfectly. It is not necessary or advisable to become cynical about the possibility of learning from men
and women who have experience with God. Their imperfection does not mean they don't have much to
teach us. So we must not become hero worshippers or cynics, but we do need a focal point for this life of
faith. That focal point is Jesus. We are to be aware of the cloud of witnesses, but we are to fix our gaze
fully on Jesus. We are to learn from others, but we are to make Jesus the focus of our lives. He is the
author and perfecter of our faith. From beginning to end, he remains our point of focus. He did not fail or
falter. He endured great suffering because he had great perspective. He is not a dead example; he is a
living, active, involved example. We do not have to just look to the written gospels to learn from him, as
vitally important as that is. We can look to him day-to-day because he is alive. Close the gap on your faith
today by looking at your circumstances through the eyes of Jesus. How would he act if he were you? How
does he want you to act? He is with you.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.7.18

Week 9 Day 3

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make light of
the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he
loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father?

Reflect:

How do we really learn anything from someone who is perfect other than we are not? How does
considering Jesus and his triumphant victory on the cross help us not grow weary and lose heart? We are
not Jesus, we are not perfect. We do grow weary, and we do lose heart. Some have resisted sin to the
point of losing their lives. But those who are yet alive have not. Is all this encouragement only available
for martyrs and Jesus? What about normal, average, weary, and disheartened believers? Is this a rebuke
without encouragement? It seems to be written to encourage, but how can it be? Consider Jesus, fix your
eyes on him. What do you see when you see him? You see a man who was tempted in every way just as
we are, yet without sin. You see a man who wept over a dead friend. You see a man who begged his
Father for another way, yet yielded to his Father's best way. You see a man so stressed by coming events
that he sweat blood and longed for the encouragement of his friends. Jesus is perfect, but he was tempted
just like you are. The reason you are to consider him in your own struggle is that his victory over sin can
be yours. There is no reason why you must give in to sin. There is no reason why you cannot experience
his strength and be of stout heart. The whole point of him being tempted in every way as we are yet
without sin is to reveal to us that we do not have to give in. Adam and Eve did not have to sin; they chose
to. You do not have to sin. You may think this is make-believe talk. You may believe that sin is so strong
that it cannot be beaten. This would be true except for the gospel. You must begin to believe more and
more each day that you do not have to sin. Because you do not have to sin. I am not suggesting you will
reach sinless perfection in this life. You will not. I am suggesting that you can close the gap each and
every day. You do not have to move backward, ever. You can, if you will, move forward. Consider him,
today, now.
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Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.8.18

Week 9 Day 4

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 12:11 No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a
harvest of righteousness and peace for those who have been trained by it.

Reflect:

How would a person "make light of the Lord's discipline?" Perhaps by seeing it as random, chance events.
Perhaps by thinking God is unfair to you, or unaware, or uncaring of what is happening in your life.
Maybe it is by trying to "tough it out" and to refuse to be bowed down by the discipline. How might a
person "lose heart" because of the Lord's rebuke in their life? Maybe it would it be as a result of them
concluding God does not really love them because if he did he would not deal with them in this way. But
fathers who love their children are willing to discipline their children. Children in the moment of
discipline may not feel loved by it, but if the child has a good father then his discipline is a very high
form of love. Disciplining a child is hard for the father and the child. They would both prefer to enjoy
"easier" expressions of love. But when discipline is needed, the loving father does not run down the easy
path. Is your heart conflicted? Has God been treating you as a son or daughter through loving discipline?
We are delighted when he is delighted in us. We love it when God is not ashamed to be called our God.
But even when he is unhappy with our choices, he is our Father. We experience his love when we feel his
pleasure and when we feel his displeasure. Not every trouble that comes into your life is because of God's
displeasure. But when God does bring discipline in order to reorient us to himself, we must not hide from
him. It is unlikely we will ever enjoy "being" disciplined, but if we understand what is happening and pay
careful attention to the outcomes, we will know the joy of "having been" disciplined by God. Fathers
want their children to learn to be disciplined because liberty is only available to those who know when
and what to say "no" to and what to say "yes" to. Disciple and discipline are children of the same word
family. A disciple is disciplined in order to be near the one he loves. When your Father disciplines you, it
is because he wants you to share his holiness. He wants you to share his very life. Close the gap on faith
and love. Endure hardship as "discipleship"; God is treating you as his beloved child. 

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
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Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

 

_______________________________________________
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Closing the Gap 3.9.18

Week 9 Day 5

Pray:

Ask God to reorient you to Himself. Confess any known sin. Thank Him for His forgiveness. Be still and
reflect on Jesus and His sacrifice for you. Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart and mind to God's Word.
Pray for others in your life that they, too, would know and love God today.

Read:

Hebrews 12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. 2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set
before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 3
Consider him who endured such opposition from sinful men, so that you will not grow weary and lose
heart. 4 In your struggle against sin, you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your blood. 5 And
you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: “My son, do not make light of
the Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 6 because the Lord disciplines those he
loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son.” 7 Endure hardship as discipline; God is treating you
as sons. For what son is not disciplined by his father? 10 Our fathers disciplined us for a little while as
they thought best; but God disciplines us for our good, that we may share in his holiness. 11 No discipline
seems pleasant at the time, but painful. Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness and
peace for those who have been trained by it.

Reflect:

Delayed gratification is the ability to see in the present difficulty the long-term good. To delay
gratification is to embrace discipline, or discipleship. Discipline does not despise gratification; it just has
a "long view" of it. It wants the gratification that lasts a long time and leaves no bitter "after taste."
Immediate gratification often causes long-term misery. Why is this? Because the long view of what will
gratify or satisfy is very different than the short view. The short view wants pleasure and relief from pain.
The long view wants the real good...the glory of God and the good of others. The long view leads to wise
choices and a deep inner development. The short view leads to foolish choices and leaves a person with a
"hollow core." Learning to value what is valuable and to refuse to give our lives to what is not is a painful
process. It is not like running to the store and picking up some junk food to satisfy a feeling of hunger. It
is more like plowing a field, then planting seeds, then watering, weeding, and waiting for the plants to
grow. Then finally after much working and waiting, you experience the gratification of a harvest of
discipline. Discipline is not just about final products. It is about the process itself. Immediate gratification
wants what it wants now. The process is the enemy of desire. The process stands in the way of relief right
now. On the other hand, long-term gratification has learned that the process itself is part of the benefit.
The harvest of peace and righteousness is a product of the process. The process is not the enemy of
gratification; the process is the path to lasting gratification. Will you see the long-term good in the short-
term discipline? Will you refuse to trade what is ultimately valuable for what merely brings temporary
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relief? Close the gap today; see beyond right now as you make your decisions about what you will do and
who you will be. See with the eyes of faith to what will matter most at the end. What will matter most
then matters most now. What will matter most then will be faith expressing itself in love. That is what
matters most right now.

Pray:

(Personalize this prayer today; make it specific to the circumstances that face you.)

Ask God to lead you through His Spirit as you go through your day. Ask Him to bring to mind the truth
of the gospel and its implications for what you will encounter today. Tell Him "Yes" to His will and ask
Him for His power and protection to live this "yes." Ask God to create and reveal opportunities to
proclaim the good news today.

_______________________________________________
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